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one of us as individuals and has equipped us all with gifts; but 
then God takes those gifts, no matter how small we may think 
they are, and transforms them for his service. In God’s eyes, you 
are good enough; more than enough!

Mike Owens

Holy Days
October 8th, Four Crowned Martyrs
Has your boss ever tried to get you to do something that is 
against your Christian faith?  If so, here are some saints for you.   
They chose to make a Christian ‘stand’ at work, even though it 
really irritated their boss.
Claudius, Nicostratus, Simpronian and Castorius were simple 
stonemasons in early 4th century Rome.  They worked in the 
imperial quarries and workshops of Sirmium.  They made a 
number of carvings for the Emperior Diocletian, who had a 
passion for building.
Then Diocletian decided he wanted a statue of Aesculapius, the 
ancient Greek god of medicine.    Here Claudius, Nicostratus, 
Simpronian and Castorius hesitated:   they were Christians, and 
not comfortable about making a ‘god’.  They demurred.   Their 
line manager Lampadius was furious, and soon had them 
imprisoned for refusing to sacrifice to the gods.   Claudius and his 
friends were in bad trouble – and then it got worse.   Lampadius 
suddenly died.  His family were distraught, and blamed the 
stonemasons.  Claudius and his companions were killed by 
drowning.
The courage of these four simple stonemasons to risk everything 
rather than make a stone statue of a god, was a great inspiration 
in the early Church.  Their story was told and retold down the 
centuries....  eventually Claudius and his friends became the 
patron saints of guilds of stonemasons in England.

3. Enough for God
  In the last two articles I tried to show that we are not only good 

enough for God but, in God’s hands, we can become more than 
enough. This month we conclude by looking at how that works.
     We have been reminded that God values each one of us as 
individuals and has equipped each one of us for his service. God 
sees us, and God knows what gifts we have – after-all they came 
from him!  But just like the small boy in the story of the feeding of the 
five thousand we have to first offer our gifts to God before he can use 
them. Jesus took the loaves and the fish and he blessed them, to use 
them for God’s glorious purposes.
     Perhaps you are prepared to offer your gifts to God, in countless 
small actions, but you’re disillusioned because you think they either 
go unnoticed, or that they don’t add up to much. Please remember 
that God takes our gifts, no matter how small, and transforms them. 
God will never ask us to do something that we are not capable of, and 
at the same time he will give us the strength and resources to do it. 
The more we offer, the more he will supply. So, we have to do our 
part, because it is in the small things that we remain faithful, and it is 
in remaining faithful that we get our reward.
     After taking early retirement, nearly 20 years ago, I was not sure in 
which direction God was calling me, so I enrolled on a programme run 
by the Methodist Church at that time, called E.D.E.V. (Extending 
Discipleship, Exploring Vocation). The course was all about 
discernment: trying to help us learn what God wants in terms of our 
discipleship, possibly in some form of Christian vocation. 
     The message that became clear to me as the programme 
developed was that ‘being’ is as important as ‘doing’. In other words, 
it’s about offering ourselves and our faithfulness, to God. Not about 
saying “I can do that” or “I would be good at that” without first 
recognising that this is where God wants you to be.
     Now that’s easier than it sounds, because it’s not about stopping 
everything and waiting patiently for that call in the night! Instead, it’s 
about getting on with our lives, and getting on with God. In other 
words, developing a deeper relationship with God through things like 
prayer and Bible study and worship, while remaining faithful in our life 
and work, and in our Christian commitment.

What we have and what we are is ‘good enough’ for God to use, 
but first we have to offer it to him so that he can transform us into 
‘more than enough’ for all. So please remember that God values each 
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The phantom custard thief of old Ludlow town caught in 
the act!

Harvest Supper 28th October
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T4U Christmas boxes 2026
Thank you so much all those who helped create the over 400 boxes 
from this area last year.
The following true story has always moved me deeply and reminds 
me why we create these boxes for children we will never meet and 
whose language we would not understand.
One very small, plain grey shoebox, without any Christmas 
wrapping paper, arrived at a Belarus orphanage. It was handed to a 
small boy on crutches and the volunteers were so concerned at the 
child’s possible reaction that one stayed to keep watch.
On opening the box the boy found a soft cuddly grey mouse. The 
boy laughed and hugged the mouse to his cheek and then began to 
look at the rest of the contents. Everything inside was grey and yet 
the boy’s smile just grew and grew.
The volunteer sat by the boy and asked if he liked his gifts. With a 
huge smile the boy said;
'Grey is my favourite colour and I dreamed about getting a cuddly 
grey mouse. I want him to sleep on my pillow every night. Everything 
in this shoe box is grey. I know it was made especially for me!’
Whatever the colour of the wrapping paper or that of the child who 
receives the box, each one is an expression of God’s love for that 
individual child made real by us. 
Anyone can create as many gifts as they wish using the boxes and 
leaflets on the Worship Area display, where there is also a box for 
items which will be used to help make up gifts.
PLEASE REMEMBER TO RETURN YOUR GIFTS BY 1st

DECEMBER AT THE LATEST AND WHEN I KNOW THEIR 
DESTINATION I’LL LET YOU KNOW! THANK YOU.
If you need advice or help, see Stephen Dalton or ring 07896 230 
191.

Lest We Forget

‘In Flanders' fields the poppies blow between the crosses, row on 
row, that mark our place: and in the sky the larks, still bravely 
singing, fly scarce heard amid the guns below.’
This is the first verse of John McCrae’s poem, first published in 
Punch magazine in 1915. It soon came to symbolise the sacrifice of 
all who died in World War One. Today, the poppy remains an 
important symbol of all those who have sacrificed their lives in 
conflicts over the years. But why do we remember them?
‘They will beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into 
pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will 
they train for war anymore.’ (Micah 4:3). Writing 700 years before 
Christ, Micah spoke at the time when Samaria was captured due to 
the invasion of Assyria. However, he prophesied a future of hope, a 
world where nations would come together in peace rather than war. 
His words are fulfilled in the kingdom of God established by Jesus.
Our understanding of peace is more than simply the absence of 
conflict. It is about building relationships between people, 
communities and nations, founded on love and justice for all. As we 
remember those who have died in war, we should look practically at 
how we can build such relationships, beginning with our own 
families, colleagues and neighbours. ‘We will walk in the name of 
the Lord our God for ever and ever.’ (Micah 4:5). Let us ask God’s 
Spirit to make us people of peace, justice and compassion for 
today’s world. 
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Canon David Wiseman, Myndtown, Clun Road, Craven Arms, Shropshire, SY7 9QS 
davidwiseman50@gmail.com 

 

Craven Arms Soup 

Saturday 14th November 12.00pm 

Methodist Church Hall, Corvedale Rd, 

Craven Arms SY7 9ND 

Soup and Bread Lunch £5 

All proceeds going toEmpathy  

 
Organised in national Inter Faith Week 
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The Church of England’s lead bishop for housing, Bishop Guli 
Francis-Dehqani said: 
“Housing projects can have a catalytic effect on participating 
churches; not only do they provide much-needed homes, they 
also provide missional opportunities and strengthen the church’s 
reputation in the community. We are starting to realise the huge 
potential for housing projects to sustain and even grow our local 
churches."

Nearly 2,000 affordable homes could be built on church sites 
Nearly 2,000 affordable new homes on land earmarked from church 
sites could be created with support from the Church of England, it 
has been revealed, in work under way five years on from a 
landmark Church report on the housing crisis.
The Archbishops’ Council Housing Project was set up in 2024 with 
an aim of helping churches in the first stages of exploring the 
potential of sites to create housing – such as pockets of surplus 
land or land freed up through redevelopment of a church hall or 
other building.
The Project team, with an architect, a community housing 
specialist, a town planner and a Church buildings officer, has 
provided advice and support to around 85 parishes so far.
Most of its budget is distributed through a grants programme, with 
more than £1.2 million awarded to 54 projects in the first year of 
operation, paying for expert advice and early-stage feasibility and 
viability work, up to the ‘pre-app’ stage – the point at which a 
project will seek advice from a planning authority ahead of 
submitting a formal application.
The Church Development Agency functions as the Church’s 
specialist property development and delivery arm, supplying the 
technical expertise that most dioceses and parishes lack. Currently 
there are 42 church sites in 10 dioceses, receiving support from the 
Agency, 15 of which were given initial grants by the Housing 
Project.
If given the green light, the projects currently with the Agency could 
create more than 1,000 new affordable homes. This figure almost 
doubles to 1,952 when taking into account proposals being given 
support by other Church housing organisations and dioceses, 
including the Housing Project and the Church Housing Association.
The work currently under way is helping to implement the 
recommendations of Coming Home, the 2021 report of the 
Archbishops' Commission on Housing, Church and Community on 
tackling the housing crisis.

Burnham wants to approve bishops
The Prime Minister, Andy Burnham, wants to advise the King on the 
appointment of bishops and archbishops in the Church of England 
and Church of Scotland. 
The practice of the King being involved dates way back to the 
Reformation, when the monarch was head of the Church, and so 
took responsibility for appointing clergy.
Burnham is currently barred because he is a professing Roman 
Catholic. But he has called the Roman Catholic Relief Act 1829 an 
“antiquated and archaic anomaly” and is determined to change it.
These days, of course, the Prime Minister’s approval of such 
appointments is symbolic. The Church puts its candidate forward, 
who will be approved. In the meantime, there are nine current or 
upcoming vacancies for diocesan bishops.

Are vicars slowly disappearing?
There are certainly some worrying statistics out there. Such as:
There are 8,368 retired priests holding permission to officiate. 
But there are only 6,682 clergy in paid (stipendiary) positions, 
and 2,440 in self-supporting, unpaid roles.
Nearly half of the current 6,682 paid priests are aged over 55. They 
all retire at 70. But numbers of new entrants in training dropped from 
591 in 2020 to 442 by 2025.



Where is this all headed?  Worse case, by 2033, there could be only 
5,400 full-time priests. That is 40 per cent of what the number was in 
2000.
These sobering predictions come in a recent report by the campaign 
group Save the Parish. It argues that the decline has left the C of E 
at real risk of no longer being “a Christian presence in every 
community.”  
So, Save the Parish is calling on the C of E to “commit to a model 
that will support a young person in stipendiary ministry for their 
lifetime.” It does not want a reduction in full-time paid clerical 
positions to save money, and it wants to lift the retirement age of 70.
Also, the report says that the Church should measure ministers’ 
success on the “numbers of lives touched, funeral by funeral, cup of 
tea by cup of tea”.

Please support our Christmas outreach by bringing some good 
cheer to our elderly residents in the Care Homes. More 
information will be available as the time approaches,  but 
please put the dates in your diary now.

Tuesday 8th December:
    2.00pm at Churchill House

3.00pm at Four Rivers

Thursday 10th December:
   11.00am at Hagley Place

Monday 14th December:
       2.30pm at Alexandra House

   3.30pm at Hendra House
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And you all thought he wasn't real........

Is this recycling a 
'bridge too far. Not a 
terribly good idea, 
wouldn't it make the 
crisps a bit chewy??

Courtesy of Roger Clayton

An airliner was being thrown about in a violent storm. A nervous 
lady turned for comfort to the minister sitting next to her. "Can't you 
do something?" she asked. "I'm sorry, the minister replied gently, 
"But I'm in sales, not management."

Jesus saw the deaf man, and took pity on him and healed him.
Jesus saw the blind man, and took pity on him and healed him.
Jesus saw the crippled man and took pity on him but the crippled 
man shouted,' Don't touch me, I'm on a disability pension

Graffiti seen a wall in Liverpool:
What will you do when Jesus comes to Liverpool?
'Move St. John to inside right.'

Graffiti scrawled under a poster which read, 'Where will you be 
when Jesus comes?'
'Still here, waiting for the number 23 bus!'

Courtesy of Stephen Dalton




