Lest we forget

‘In Flanders'fields the poppies blow between the crosses, row on row, that
mark our place: and in the sky the larks, still bravely singing, fly scarce
heard amid the guns below.’

This is the first verse of John McCrae’s poem, first published in Punch
magazine in 1915. It soon came to symbolise the sacrifice of allwho died in
World War One. Today, the poppy remains an important symbol of all those
who have sacrificed their lives in conflicts over the years. But why do we
remember them?

‘They will beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning
hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for
war anymore.” (Micah 4:3). Writing 700 years before Christ, Micah spoke at
the time when Samaria was captured due to the invasion of Assyria.
However, he prophesied a future of hope, a world where nations would
come together in peace rather than war. His words are fulfilled in the
kingdom of God established by Jesus.

Our understanding of peace is more than simply the absence of conflict. It
is about building relationships between people, communities and nations,
founded on love and justice for all. As we remember those who have died in
war, we should look practically at how we can build such relationships,
beginning with our own families, colleagues and neighbours. ‘We will walk
in the name of the Lord our God for ever and ever.”(Micah 4:5). Let us ask
God’s Spirit to make us people of peace, justice and compassion for
today’s world.
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